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2 
CORRESPONDENCE. 





EVIDENCES OF RELIGION. 


[We readily give insertion to the correspohdence on the above sub- 
ject, at the request of one who “thinks it calculated to enlarge the hu~ 
man mind on topics that are less brought under discussion than their 
importance requires.’ The letters, which will follow in succession, first 
appeared in the ‘* Republican ;” and are there stated to have passed 
‘between a doctor of medicine, and a unitarian preacher, both of Dun- 
dee, (Scotland) in consequence of a loan from the former to the latter of 
a number of that journal.”’] 


PRIEST TO THE DOCTOR. 
January 24, 1824. 

Sir—I have perused the tract which you, yesterday night, put into my 
hand, with all the candor which I could muster—but with all that can- 
dor, I am obliged to confess that I have been disappointed. Instead of 
poignancy I have found only insipidity, and instead of sound logic only 
rash assertion, or contemptible sophistry. You may think me too se- 
vere, but it is the severity of impartiality, and not of bigotry. I consider 
that those, who by their persecution of Carlile have given his writings 
an importance which they do not deserve—have enlisted the sympathy, 
and through the sympathy the intellect, of many on his side, who would 
otherwise have despised his writings. 1 consider those who are his per- 
secutors more meriterious of indignation than he is. 

I will not deny that Carlile is sincerely disgusted at priests: he may 
have become disgusted at Christianity ; and the prejudice against Chris- 
tianity once excited, he would hardly take that leisure for studying the 
evidences of Christianity apart from men and from sects, which might 
have justified her to his judgment. If 1 allow him to be sincere, I can- 
ee allow him the merit of surveying matters on all their sides, and in 
all their bearings. He seems to be a man capable of jumping to a con~ 
clusion very nimbly, and without much hesitation. I would define him 
to a credulous sceptic ; (a strange composite no doubt) but he seems. to 
have as much faith when employed in rooting up all faith, as the most 
fanatical methodist could wish to have. I assure you, I would feel the 
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2 THE CORRESPONDENT. 


necessity of a vast dealof faith, before I could part with the faith that no 
such being as Jesus ever existed. 

The first question, says Carlile, which arises is, ‘how did he support 
himself and his followers ?” What has this do with his existence? Even 
though this question could not be answered, even though ignorant how 
he existed, that would not be sufficient to induce us to deny that he did 
exist. But, if he had read, unbiassedly the history of Jesus, he would 
find an answer even to that question. . 

What Carlile says about the disciples plucking the ears of corn, indi- 
cates an ignorance of the laws of the Jews, and what he says of the 
barrenness of Judea, an ignorance of its geography. 

He cavils with the evangelists for not writing minutely on the infancy 
of Jesus. Now [ consider this an argument in their behalf rather than 
an argumeut against them. It shows that they were impressed with 
more important aims than that of amusing their readers. It proves that 
their aim was to edify, and not to amuse. What a difference in this res- _ 
pect between their histories and the spurious gospel to which Carlile re- - 
fers! Any dispassionate enqiurer would, by a comparison of the two, . 
pronounce that the former had a stamp of truth upon them that gives 
them a high degree of credibility above the latter. 

Who would not pity the man that writes such an analysis of the mo- 
rality of the gospel, as that of Carlile? Let the gospel speak for itself— 
I willinsure the credit of the gospel morality against the scrutiny of the 
most perspicuous critic. Bonaparte was no enthusiast, and had a sharp- 
er eye than Carlile has; and yet as he read what is called Christ’s ser- 
mon on the mount, he could not help exclaiming—what fine morality ! 
This fact we learn from Las Casas’ Journal. 

Carlile supposes that Christianity had it rise firstin Antioch. Where 
is his proof of this? Suppose, now, that it had ‘its origin in Jerusalem. 
What was there to make the people of Antioch, or the people of any 
other country believe that there was one Jesus crucified in Jerusalem ; 
that in Jerusalem he rose from the dead; that in Jerusalem he founded 
a church—to believe all this, I say, in spite of early prejudice, in spite of 
the contempt of the world, in spite of every sacrifice—not excepting 
that of life itself? Would not this have been highly miraculous ? 

Besides, is it likely that a forger would have fabricated a story so un- 
welcome to the feelings and prejudices of mankind, as that he whom 
they were to receive as the founder of their religion, lived a life of po- 
verty, and died the death of a slave—a death more ignominious in those 
days than that of being hung up by the neck by the hangman in ours. Car- 
lile contends that there were no Christians in Jerusalem wher. entered 
by the Roman army. Well! but if this were the case, there was a good 
reason for it. They know the prophecy of their lord concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and had, of course, the wisdom to depart before 
the event took place. 

What evidence has Carlile advanced that the gospels were not writ- 
ten in the first century? Ican conceive of no argument against that fact 

which would not have more weight against the date of any ancient co- 
temporary author. If these writings existed in the second century, it 
devolves upon him to show how they could be received and acknowledg- 
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ed in the second century as the genuine productions of men in the firet 
century, when there was every possible motive to detect imposition, if 
there had been imposition to detect. Though nothing more were advane- 
ed, here is positive evidence, and the burden of proof devolves upon 
him. But you know the circumstances in which I at present write this 
hasty scrawl, and you will excuse me for concluding at present with’ ex- 
pressing my best wishes in your behalf. 


DOCTOR TO THE PRIEST 
January 27, 1824. 

Sir—The observations with which you favored me the other evening, 
have been considered with attention. They have, I believe, been dictat- 
ed by that spirit of candor which you express; although the warmth of 
them would almost persuade a stranger, that you felt all that enthusiasm, 
which, you know, should never be the companion of a dispassionate en- 
quirer. , 

The task that Richard Carlile has imposed upon himself, in proving 
the non-existence of Jesus, is, I believe, a very arduous one, and though 
he has brought forward a chain of evidence to me quite conclusive, that 
Christianity cannot be supported by regular historical documents till the 
beginning of the second century, yet I have no doubt, that it will be very 
difficult for him to unsettle the minds of many upon this particular point. 
He is, however, quite correct in demanding from his opponent, upon this 
subject, the same chain of proof, which belongs to other historical facts. 
None ever doubted the existence of Julius Cesar, and why? Because we 
find in the history of the Romans, a chain of events recorded by several 
authors, that are exactly of the same import, conveying to us the actions 
and manners of a people, free from any supernatural agency, and wh 
in being carried down the stream of time, present to us nothing that re- 
quires more than the efforts of human reason to imagine. On the con- 
trary, the subject which forms the basis of our present correspondence, 
is involved in the deepest obscurity, whereby the minds of men have be- 
come bewildered, and so agitated, as to lead to the most bitter animosi- 
ties. 
If the deity really had it in view to reform mankind, by the coming of 
Jesus, his mission should have been more universally known, and not 
confined to an insignificant spot, which was said to be favored beyond all 
others, the inhabitants of which, or their race, continue to this day, not- 
withstanding the liberal advantages that were bestowed upon them, to 
reject with scorn his proffered services. ‘To have dealt fairly, all man- 
kind should have the benefit of this mission. Jesus seems not to have 
known, that in the extensive regions of the “ then undiscovered globe," 
there existed myriads of human beings, who were to perish without the 
possibility of ever hearing hisname. The vast continents of America 
should have been visited by him or his disciples. But it is evident that 
he was totally ignorant of their existence, and abandoned these fair and 
beautiful provinces, to the preferable task of endeavoring to teach a sys~- 
tem, the effects of which he must have known, were to be of no avail 
upon the stubborn rebellious hearts of his countrymen. | 

Another circumstance which I mav relate is—granting that Jesus 
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preached and was crucified, his death produced no revolution that tend- 
ed to improve the condition of mankind. Sixteen long centuries rolled 
on, in which Christianity did no good. The followers of it, who were in- 
vested with power, converted the tenets of their religion into a system 
of avarice and cruelty; and those horrid massacres, those dreadful tra- 
gedies, that are found in the history of the Christian world, continued 
to deluge Europe with blood, till the dawn of philosophy in some de- 
gree banished them from the earth. If Jesus, therefore, acted under the 
influence of deity, the deity must have foreseen what were to be the re- 
sults of this important mission, which was said to be solely for the ame- 
lioration of the human race; yet mankind underwent no great change, 
the same mass of evil continuing to plunge millions into that deep abyss 
of misery, at which the heart sickens when we contemplate the history 
of what is called the dark ages. 

It is not, however, upon these views that I rest my authority in reject- 
ing Christianity as a religion of divine influence: overlooking entirely . 
the hasis upon which it is founded, with the petty doctrinal points that 
still, and will always, perplex the various sectarians that belong to it, - 
Tam guided in my views by whut I see in the vast operations of nature. 
In the arrangement of the universe, 1 behold an order of things grand 
and beautiful in the extreme ; I witness the effects of nature produced 
by laws, that experience and observation are unchangeable ; and when 
I contemplate those innumerable worlds, rolling in the immensity of 
space, apparently’ governed with the same regularity, my mind leads me 
to adopt opinions regarding the nature of a first cause, in a very different 
light, from the picture which the writings of the Jews have exhibited of 
him, whom they recognize as their deity. In short, I cannot see in the 
whole story of the Jews, any thing beyond what other barbarous nations 
have brought forward to support their different creeds. With the framers 
of the’ Christian religion, the same plans have been resorted to, that cha- 
racterize theology in general, viz. miracles and prophecies; the first 
only astonishing the ignorant, and the last involving events in so much 
ambiguity that nothing certain can be drawn from them. ‘To convince 
mankind of the divinity of Jehovah, the order of the universe is reversed. 
The eternal principles of justice are violated, and all that is connected 
With superstition, held out as the influence by which weare to know that 
the God of the Jews was omnipotent—the miracle of the sun standing 
still in the valley of Jordan—the butcheries committed upon the Canaan- 
ites, by the express command of the lord, the silly and contemptible story 
of the walls of Jericho, falling by the sound of ram’s horns, with innumera- 
ble other absurdities, are sufficient to shock any one, who is not carried 
away from the simple maxims of truth, by the mighty influence which 
early education generally produces. 

The system which Jesus upholds being intimately allied to these sup- 
posed events, carries along with it, in my mind, its own internal evi- 
dence, that it cannot be sanctioned by a being, who either possesses 
power or wisdom. Let the morality of the system even be unquestion- 
ble, which is by no means the case, still the history of Jesus is so inter- 
woven with stories of so incredibe a nature, that without you surrender 
your Treason, you never ean give implicit belief tothem. Who can en- 
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tertain high or dignified ideas of a man, who is constantly resorting to 
the same means of convincing mankind, that were adopted by Mahomet, 
and other impostors? What admiration can be excited by a man who 
is continually talking of devils and evil spirits, and all those imaginary 
beings that only exist in the brains of those who are engulphed in the 
deepest superstition? Who can listen with any degree of decorum’ to 
the story of Jesus being led to the top of a high mountain, and there 
shewn all ‘the nations-of the world, for the purpose of circumventing 
him? In truth, such stories are too contemptible to need serious remark. 
The story about the birth of Jesus, exceeds any thing that is known in 
heathen mythology. The idea of the Holy Ghost’s shedding his in- 
fluence over Mary, is so very palpable that I think nothing however gross 
is too much for the minds of those who are disposed to receive, without 
free enquiry, the strange dogmas of theology. The resurrection cannot 
be supported upon rational grounds. Indeed cept the bare assertion 
of the gospels themselves, we have nota joto1 _ lateral evidence tocon- 
firm all the strange events that took place y 1 Jesus left this world. 
Darkness at noon-day, and dreadful earthquakes, were occurrences which 
the Roman naturalists and historians, could never pass over in silence. 

I will not, however, expatiate more -upon this subject at present. I 
have, perhaps, intruded my ideas too freely upon you; but they are 
given merely with the view of replying to the observations which you 
offered me, in which I find only round assertion, stalking boldly and con- 
fidently forth, in place of sound logic. When you tell me, that you be- 
lieve in many of the miraculous events, connected with the history of 
Jesus, and that you do so in spite of early prejudices, in spite of the con- 
tempt of the world, in spite of every sacrifice, not excepting that of life 
itself, you do no more than the followers of Mahomet, and a multitude of 
others have done, in situations of a similar nature, to support their own 
favorite dogmas. Sacrifices of any kind never destroy the real exis- 
tence of things. Truth is eternally the same; and | believe, that it is 
more probable for the human race to fall. into error, than that the great 
operations of the universe can ever undergo in their nature any obvious 
change. 

The comparison you have made about Bonaparte, is, I conceive not 
in point. Every impartial observer must consign his name to the grave 
of eternal infamy. As an eminent murderer, the friends of humanity 


shudder at the recollection of his deeds ; and however keen his intel- | 


Ject may have been, he can never be allowed to stand asa judge of what 
constitutes sound morality. For my part, I would prefer the opinion of 
Richard Carlile, upon such topics, in preference to the combined intel- 
ligence of all the bloody wars that ever existed. 





COLONIZATION. 

Memorial of Robert Owen to the Mexican Republic, and to the Govern 
ment of the State of Coahuila and Tezas. 
INTRODUCTION. 

Some proprietors of extensive grants of land in the province of Texas 
having applied to Mr. Owen to take an interest with, and to assist them in 
colonizing their districts, consisting of many millions of acres, he pro- 
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posed to them to institute measures to establish an independent state ot 
communities on the social system, on which all the laws and institutions 
should be in conformity with the principles on which that system is 
founded, and which are necessary to its success. ‘To this proposal, after 
a due consideration, the proprietors, and those who represented them 
here, assented. Communications were then made to the proper authori- 
ties, who are in this country, acting for the Mexican and neighboring 
republics ; and there appears to be a real desire in all these partiés to 
promote the plan. In consequence, Mr. Owen has prepared a memorial 
on the subject, to be presented to the Mexican Republic, of which the 
following is a copy. 
MEMORIAL. 

I address you on a subject entirely new, and in the character of a citi- 
zen of the world. You have established your republic to improve the 
condition of the inhabitants of Mexico. You have already discovered 
ebstacles, of a formidable nature, to retard, if not prevent, the execution . 
of your intentions to the extent you anticipated. All other people ex- 
perience difficulties in their progress to improvements, and desire to re-- 
move them. I propose measures for your consideration, which shall 
enable you to remove your own difficulties, and assist others to remove 
theirs. 

At an early period of my life, I discovered that the foundation of all 
human institutions was an error; and that no permanent benefit could 
be obtained for the human race, until that foundation should be romoved, 
and replaced by a better. ‘That the prejudices of ali nations were form- 
ed by their education, or those general and particular national cireum- 
stances by which they were surrounded from infancy to maturity. That, 
to remove these prejudices, a new course of proceeding must be adopted, 
to. enable the population of the world to perceive the errors in which 
they are involved, and the extent of the evils which they continually 
generate for themselves and their posterity. 

After much reading and reflection upon these subjects, 1 have institut- 
ed extensive experiments to ascertain, by fact, truth from error. These 
experiments have continued without ceasing for nearly forty years, and 
they disclose the cause of the perplexity and disappointinent of all people. 
‘They demonstrate that the real nature of man has been misunderstood, 
and, in consequence, that he has been trained from infancy to think and 
to act erroneously, and to produce evil instead of good. ‘That man is 
not a being capable, of his own power, to believe or disbelieve truth or 
falsehood, or to love or hate persons or things in opposition to the sen- 
sations which they produce on his individual organization. That even 
unto now he has been supposed to possess these powers and he has been 
trained, educated, and governed, accordingly. ‘That he has been thus 
made to believe that his character has been formed by himself; while all 
facts demonstrate that it is in every case, formed for each individual of 
the human race, whether in China, Turkey, Europe, America, or else- 
where. That, through this error, the character of man has been form- 
ed, in all countries, at all times, on a defective model. That the means 
now exist by which it may be formed, for every individual, on a model, 
so improved as to be superior to any before known. 
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‘These experiments, and others which are in progress, also demonstrate 
that the power of producing wealth or real riches is now superabundant 
for all human purposes ; and that it is annually advancing in a contin- 
ually increasing ratio, and that no limits can be assigned to its augmen- 
tation. That this power requires but a right or intelligent direction to 
relieve the inhabitants of all countries from poverty, or from the fear of 
not obtaining at all times, in security, a full supply of every thing expe- 
rience shall prove te be the best for human nature. 

Upon the facts developed by these experiments, the knowledge of two 
sciences, the most important to human happiness, may be obtained. 
The first, the science of forming a superior character in every child to 
whom the science shall be applied in his education and circumstances. 
The second, the science by which every child to whom it shall be ap- 
plied, from infancy to maturity, shall be so trained and placed, that he 
shall enjoy the best of every thing for his individual life in security from 
birth to death. But that neither of these sciences can be applied to full 
practice under any of the existing governments, whether of long stand- 
ing or recent formation. Consequently, a new district, free from all the 
existing laws, institutions, and prejudices is now required, in which to 
exhibit this new state of society. 

The government and people of the Mexican Republic possess such a 
district, most applicable for the purpose, in the state of Coahuila and 
Texas. Its position, soil, and climate, with the present state and con- 
dition of its population, render it the most desirable point on the globe 
on which to establish this modcl-government, for the general benefit of 
all other governments and people, but more immediately for the bene- 
fit of the South and North American Republics. 

Your memorialist asks the province of Texas, and its independence 
to be guaranteed by the Mexican Republic, the United States, and Great 
Britian, as a free gift, to a society to be formed to accomplish this great 
change in the condition of the human race. He asks it from the Mexi- 
can Republic under the following considerations :-— 

First, That it is a frontier province between the Mexican and North 
American Republics, which are now settling under such circumstances 
as are likely to create jealousies and irritations between the citizens of 
these states, and which most probably, at some future period, will termi- 
nate in a war between the two republics. This consideration alone, in 
the opinion of many experienced statesmen, would render it a wise mea- 
sure in the Mexican Republic to place this province under the new ar- 
rangements about to be proposed. 

Second, That this province, by being placed under the government of 
this society, would be speedily peopled with persons of superior habits, 
manners, and intelligence, and whose main object would be, not only 
to preserve peace between the two republics, but to exhibit the means 
by which the motive to war between all nations would be withdrawn, 
and all the objects expected to be attained by the most successful war 
secured to every nation. 

Third, That the improvements which would commence in this new 
state, by the introduction into it of great numbers of men, selected for 
their superior industry, skill, capital, or intelligence, would cause a ra- 











ss rHE CORRESPONDENE. 


pid advance in science or real knowledge throughout ali the states of 
the republic of Mexico, and the other republics in its neighborhood, by 
which a progress hitherto usknown would be made in a new civilization, 
as superior to the old as truth is to error. And, lastly, that an instruct- 
ed and well-disposed population will be of far more value to the repub- 
lic of Mexico, than territory without people, or with a population of in- 
ferior acquirements. 

It is expected, also, that the new model government will speedily de- 
monstrate, that ail the new states have more territory than they can ad- 
vantageously people or employ for many centuries. 

For these reasons and considerations, your memorialist entertains the 
expectation that you will discover full and sufficient cause to grant the 
province of Texas to the society, the nature and constitution of which 
your memorialist will now explain. 

The society is to be formed of individuals of any country, whose minds 
have been enlightened beyond the prejudices of all local districts; whose _ 
single object it will be to ameliorate the condition of man, by showing in 
practice how he may be trained, educated, employed, and gov erned in. 
unison with his nature, and with the natural laws which govern it. 

It will be, therefore a society to prepare the means to put an end to 
war, religious animosities, and commercial rivalries, between nations— 
competition between individuals ;—to enable the existing population of 
the world to relieve themselves from poverty, or the fear of it; to create 
an entire new character in the rising generation, by instructing them, 
through an investigation of facts, in a knowledge of their nature; and of 
the laws by which it is eter nally governed ; and thus to produce in prac- 
tice ‘* peace on earth and good- -will to man.” 

This practice so long promised to the human race, can never be ob- 
tained under any of the governments, laws, or institutions inany known 
part of the world; because they are, one and all, founded on the same 
original notions of error regarding human nature, and consequently of 
the mode by which it can be advantageously governed. 

The increase of knowledge, the advance of science, and more espe- 
cially the overwhelming progress of mechanic inventions, and chymical 
discoveries, superseding the necessity for much manual labor, now de- 
mand a change inthe government of the werld—a morai revolution, 
which shall ameliorate the condition of the producers, and prevent them 
from bringing destruction, through a chymical revolution, on the non- 
producers. 

The memorialist will be enabled to advise in the forming of the ar- 
rangements to effect these great objects, and to assist in organizing the 
society, to execute the measures, by reason of his long and extensive ex- 
perience, solely directed to these objects. By his experiments in Eng- 
land and Scotland, he has ascertained the principles of the sciences by 
which a superior character can be formed for all children not physically 
er mentally diseased, and by which a superfluity of wealth can be creat- 
ed and secured for all, without injury to any. 

By his late experiments in the United States, he has discovered the 
difficulties which the existing institutions and prejudices have created in 
the present adult population, to make the change from the old to the new 
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state of society under any of the existing laws or forms of government. 
These experiments have also instructed him in what can, and what can- 
not be effected, with the different classes of society, as their characters 
have been formed under the existing systems. He has thus ascertained 
the necessity of commencing this improvement of the condition of the 
human race ina new country, in which the laws and institutions shall be 
all formed in conformity with the principles on which this great amelio- 
ration is to be achieved. 

All the governments of the world are deeply interested in these pro- 
ceedings. The general progress of intellectual acquirements and scien- 
tific discoveries render a moral or a pysical revolution unavoidable in all 
countries. ‘The experience of the Republic of North America has fully 
demonstrated, to the intelligent, in those states of which it is composed, 
that any government founded upon popular elections has within it the 
seeds of continued irritation, divisions, and corruptions ; and that it can 
be tolerated only as the best known means of leading to an advanced 
state of society, by a superior education of all classes, fitting them to en- 
joy, in the most rational manner, the wealth which they will learn so 
easily and so pleasantly to create by systematic scientific arrangements. 

Therefore, by the establishment of the proposed model government in 
the Texas, revolution in old or new states will be rendered unnecessary. 
It is most desirable for all parties that forced revolutions should never oc- 
cur, but that the improvements, advancing with the age in which we 
live, should be made without violence, by the established government of 
every country deriving its knowledge from the experience of a country 
devoted to national improvements, without being impeded by any of the 
errors and prejudices of past ages. 

Thus may the Republic of Mexico not only derive incalculable ad- 
vantages for itself, but be the efficient means of securing them for all 
other states and people ; thus presenting to the world an example, as it 
has already done, when in its early formation it decreed the abolition of 
slavery from its soil—worthy of general imitation. The memioralist 
only asks the means to apply his past experience for the benefit of his 
fellow men. Heasks-not, he wants not any thing for himself. 


Rozert Owen. 
London, 10th Oct., 1828. 








SATURDAY, TANUARY 24, 1829. 


LECTURES DELIVERED BEFORE THE FREE PRESS ASSOCIATION. 
On the Inconsistencies, Absurdities, and Contradictions of the Bible. 
By the Secretary.—Lecrure XVI. 





In remarking on the pretended miracles said to have been wrought by 
Moses, preparatory to the emancipation of his countrymen from Egypt- 
ian bondage, as narrated in the book of Exodus, it must strike every 
one who allows himself to reflect, that the god of Moses was not popu- 
lar with the Egyptians, nor with his chosen people. The sovereign of 
Egypt would heave nothing to say to him. ‘* Who,” asks he, “ is the lord 
that I should obey his voice to let Israel go? I know not the lord ; nei- 
ther will IT let Israel go.” 
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But it is no way surprising that Pharaoh should have viewed the god 
of Moses with abhorrence. He had gods of his own, which he held in 
high estimation. He had a bull or calf that he adored ; and if he gave 
preference to this deity—this godship of human manufacture, how could 
the Jews blame him when they, so shortly afterwards, bowed down to, 
and acknowledged his calfship as the sovereign object of adoration!— 
That Pharaoh and his subjects should have a god or gods peculiar to 
themselves, is nothing more than what the surrounding nations had. 
Every one of them had their divinities; and after manufacturing them to 
please themselves, they generally held in the most sovereign contempt the 
gods of their neighbors. In this, as in most other things, they resembled 
the different sects of the present day, though it no way appears that the 
Pagans, as they are called, ever carried their animosity so far as to des- 
troy their fellow-beings, which both Jews and Christians have done, 
because they would not worship according to the rule which they had 
laid down. 

Altho’ it is easy to discover the cause of Pharaoh’s dislike to the god 
of Moses, it appears rather singular that Moses should have guarrelled . 
with the idol of his own creation. That he did so is evident from the 
two last verses of the fifth chapter of Exodus. ‘ And Moses returned 
unto the lord, and said, lord, wherefore hast thou so evil entreated this 
people? Why isit that thou hast sent me? for since I come to Pharaob, 
to speak in thy name, he hath done evil to this people ; neither hast thou 
delivered thy people at all.’’ 

This was pretty language, indeed, for a creature to hold towards the 
almighty being whom he acknowledged as his creator. It was in fact 
upbraiding him, and calling in question all the moral attributes which 
this same creature had attributed to his deity. It was telling him, in 
plain terms, that he had treated his ‘“‘ chosen people” so scurvily, they 
couldno longer place any reliance on what he had said or did. 

This cavalier treatment of Jehovah may, however, be accounted for 
when we recollect that Moses and his god were actually not on good 
terms. The Jewish legislator had evidently not forgotten the affair in 
the Egyptian tavern, in which god is represented as chasing his “ faith- 

Jul servant” throug : the different apartments, in order to kill him with- 
out a cause. This it would seem had fixed in the breast of Moses a feel- 
ing of rancorous revenge, which, we shall afterwards find, frequently 
burst out in invectives against his idol. 

It would seem that the complaints of Moses, and the accusations which 
he brought against his god for not delivering the Israelites from the yoke 
of Pharaoh, had excited considerable contempt as to the power and ma- 
jesty of that deity. It was, therefore, necessary to remedy this in the 
eyes of the Jews. Moses had hitherto spoken of bis god by the plain 
appellation of lord—an appellation which was not calculated to strike 
those who heard it either with awe or respect. To produce that effect, a 
higher and more sonorous title was requisite. Accordingly, we have 
in the beginning of the sixth chapter of Fxodus, an account of a meeting 
with the lord and Moses to settle this momentous affair; the result of 
which was that the former was to bear in future, the lofty name “ Jeho- 
vah,” instead of lord, or god. That this new name produced the de- 
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sired eflect of making the Jews stand in greater awe of their idol, does 
not appear to have been the case, if we are to judge from their subsequent 
history, which contains little else than details of rebellion against Moses 
and his deity. 

Of this, however, there is sufficient evidence—that all the ideas given 
in the bible of god, have originated in the imagination of the compiler 
of that book ; for there is not one of them that does not conform to some 
quality of human nature. The history of all nations, indeed, proves be- 
yond contradiction, that theologists have raised up and letdown the cha- 
racter of their different gods as it suited their own whim or eaprice. In 
this conjuring farce of the supposed Moses, he did thesamething. It is 
not his Jehovah that speaks in those cases he is said to have spoken. It 
is the godmaker—the impostor alone that appears. 

If God had ever spoken to man, he would have spoken in a lan- 
guage uniform and universal ; there would have been no grades or de- 
gradations in his character. He would not have been one thing today, and 
another to-morrow; but he would have appeared in that high and 
commanding attitude which comports with the principles of Nature, 
and with those essential qualities which reason and philosophy ascribe to 
that in which all excellence is concentrated. ‘These Hebrew conjurors 
are leading their god about, and directing his operations as if he were 
their servant; while the magicians of the Egyptian king are opposing 
him as a false divinity, in whom they have no confidence. 

In the seventh chapter of this book of Exodus, the case is reversed, 
Instead of reducing celestial excellence to a human standard, a terrestrial 
is exhalted and made equal to divine perfection itself. In the first verse 
of this chapter are the following words: ‘ And the lord said unto Moses, 
see, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh ; and Aaron, thy brother, shall 
be thy prophet.” Here Moses is soaring aloft on the wings of celes- 
tial glory. He has become a god! But who made him one? Moses 
says it was the lord that did it; but who was Moses’ lord? Are we to 
view him as a despot exercising the power of creating an order of nobil- 
ity, and of giving to human existence a spurious and fictitious character ? 

Moses, we are told was the author of the book of Exodus. If this is 
true, he must have been the vainest, the most arrogant, and the most 
presumptuous of mortals in making himself a deity, while to his brother 
Aaron he assigned the subordinate station of a prophet. It is impossible 
seriously to entertain the idea, that a being so far removed from man as 
the god of Nature is represented to be, was in any manner whatever con- 
cerned in the strange altercations which are said to have taken place be- 
tween Pharaoh and the idol of Moses. Pharaoh sets at defiance the 
power and the commands of the latter. His obstinacy and his hard 
heartedness are so audaciously and so repeatedly exhibited, that the pre- 
tended omnipotence of Jehovah becomes altogether questionable. Had 
he been that powerful being which, it is said, he was, how easy would it 
have been for him to have bowed the stubborn will of Pharaoh, and to 
have reduced him to humble obedience. Instead of this, he hardens his 
heart, and then punishes his obduracy with new calamities, and with 
fresh severity 

According to the account given in the ninth chapter of Exodus, he 
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sends a number of new plagues for the special purpose of procuring ati 
emancipation for his chosen people. These miraculous exhibitions of 
divine vengeance—these denunciations of the will of heaven—these ter- 
rifying expressions of the vindictive wrath of the most high, are spurn- 
ed at by Pharaoh, and, according to his useful practice, treated with the 
utmost contempt. 

The first miracle related in this chapter, and which, if ever performed 
would have been sufficient to strike terror in the obdurate heart of the 
Egyptian tyrant, relates to the killing of all the cattle, horses, sheep, &c. 
belonging to the Egyptians while all the property of a similar nature, 
which belonged to the Israelites was left untouched. Can any man 
read the account of this pretended miracle, and presume there ever was 
a person daring enough to face the Supreme power of Nature, and bid 
defiance to that omnipotence by which he was attacked? Certainly not. 
But the same singular explanation of the difficulty occurs here as on 
former occasions. God hardens the heart of Pharaoh, and thus by an 
act of divine power he is induced to reject the splendid manifestations of 
that self same power ! 

‘The next miraculous story commences at the eighth verse of this chap- 
ter. It states that the lord commanded Moses to throw a quantity of 
ashes into the air; that the ashes afterwards became dust over all the 
land of Egypt; and that the dust afterwards broke out in the form of 
boils and blains on man andon beast. When this disgusting miracle had 
been wrouglit, the paragraph closes by a positive declaration that God 
still hardene d the heart of Pharaoh so that he would not let the people 
go. What was the use of such a miracle as this, or, indeed, of any other 
miracles, when it appears according to the story, that God employed 


his own power to defeat the effect. 
To be continued. seg 


Prospects in Ohio.—We have undoubted authority for believing that 
the cause of liberal principles is progressing as rapidly in the state of 
Ohio as it has done in any partof the union. The lectures recently de- 
livered there by Miss Wright, have (observes a correspondent) ‘* opened 
the eyes, and caused the minds of many to expand, and to venture to 
look beyond the old worn-out system of superstition and imaginary 
nonsense. For several years past, the impression has been strong on 

my mind that the great body of the population of the West will soon 
. become a reading people. ‘They should have the means of obtaining a 
full view of the whole ground in order to preserve them from the mire 
of ignorance and clerical imposition—My mind is my own. It _never 
did succumb to superstitious reveries. It took a set against the clerical 
impostors in 1798, emphatically called the reign of terror and the black 
cockade—when the Eastern Magi, in their churches and pulpits refused 
to pray for the good and great Jefferson. Theysaid openly that he was 
an infidel, and that his name was pollution to their houses of brick, 
clay, mortar, stone and wood—useful materials if they were applied, as 
they should be, to useful, universal education for the whole mass of male 
and female children throughout the republic. But mental freedom and 
physical knowledge is diametrically opposed to their money making 
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scheme. ‘Theirs is the religion of money—riches and splendor their 
gods. If you think me worthy of the agency of the Correspondent in 
this quarter, and that your interest and the good cause will thereby be 
promoted, you are at liberty to make use of my name for that purpose. 
My horizon bounds the world we live in ; 

“‘l’m never elated while one man is oppressed ; 

Never dejected while another is blessed.” 
A day—an hour, of virtuous mental, moral and physical liberty, is worth 
a whole eternity of bondage.” 





Free Press Association—The meetings of the Association are now 
held in the Marlborough Hotel, corner of Hester-st. and Bowery. A lec- 
ture will be delivered to-morrow afternoon, (Sunday) at three o’clock— 
On the doctrine of Election: text—* Jacob have I loved; Esau have I 
hated.” In the evening, at half-past six o’clock, the debate will be re- 
sumed on the question, Whether a revelation by a supreme being has 
ever been made to man ; and if so, what are the evidences ? 





Paine’s birth day.—The 29th inst. being the anniversary of the birth 
of Tuomas Paring, it will be celebrated by a public dinner, in the New 
York Coffee House, No. 10 William-st.; dinner on the table at three 
o’clock, P. M. Tickets, 81 each, to be had at the bar of the Coffee 
ITouse, and at the office of the Correspondent, No. 6 William-strcet. 
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THE SECRETS OF CRYSTAMANCY DIVULGED. 
By R. Wuattey, or MAancHester. 

A number of conjurors, magicians, or, more properly speaking, crys- 
tamancers, (from crystal aud mancy) have for these last ten years and 
more, either deceived themselves, or imposed upon the public. I can 
assert, that no less than fifty persous, in the enliglitened town of Man- 
chester, are daily making application to these men and women, who, 
they suppose, are induced with the supernatural power of indicating fu- 
ture partners, and circumstances, and of returning stolen property. 

I am not acquainted with all the professors of this art ; but I am ac- 
quainted with seven persons, who, for many years, have earned an inde- 
pendence of every other kind of business, and have ably supported their 
families, by dealings, as they call it, with their table and crystal : beside 
many other private ones, who make perhaps four or five shillings per week, 
according to their public fame. 

So great is the deceptive influence of this kind of magic over the mind, 
that not only the ignorant and illiterate are susceptible of becoming its 
advocates ; but also men of science may be subjected to the same delusion. 
I know two men, one of whom, two years ago, was a professed deist, and 
a reasonable admirer of Paine, the other, five years since, at that time 
of his conversion, had imbibed the rudiments of all the liberal sciences : 
who'are now either deluded, or capable of deceiving others! Is it not then 
necessary, that such a delusion should be exposed, such a chimera ex- 
ploded, that betrays the eve, that sinks into depravity men of talent? 
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So long as the real nature of the art is hidden from the eyes of the pub- 
lic, so long as it is confined to a few privileged impostors, so long will 
its votaries triumphantly prevail over naked assertion, over every bare 
contradiction, as the ecclesiastical few did, before the discovery of the 
art of printing. 

Without farther preface, | commence the crystamancer’s disaster, by 
giving a brief description of the crystal glass. 

This glass is the instrument of all their deceptions, it contains all 
the secrets of their magic—and all the enchanting witcheries of their 
art. It may be purchased for 2s. 6d., at a glass warehouse. It is a 
solid lump of glass crystalized, or refined beyond the purity of flint glass, 
in the form and about the size of a duck’s egg. It is incapable of any 
reflection ; thus, the vision comes not from reflection, but from the force, 
or action, of the imagination, on the visual organs. 

The trick of the crystamancer is as follows :-— 

To deal with the table and crystal, you must find out the planetary - 
hour, and call on the angel which is said to govern that hour. When 
days and nights are of equal length, the planetary hour is sixty minutes: 
but when the day is only eight hours and the night sixteen, the plane- 
tary hour of the day is only forty minutes, while that of the night is 
eighty. Every variation must be proportioned to this rule. On Sundays, 
the sun rules the first hour after sun-rise, and after sun-set ; and Michael 
is the name of the angel called: the moon takes the second hour, &c. 
and so on as the following table represeuts : 


Sunday. | Sun. ! Michael. 
Monday. Moon. Gabriel. 
Tuesday. Mars. Samuel. 
Wednesday. Mercury. Raphael. 
*Thursday. Jupiter. Sachael. 
Friday. Venus. Anael. 
Saturday. | Saturn. Cassiael.* 


After pointing out the angel to be called, the glass i is to be consecrated 
with the following prayer, “holding it in your hands. “O God, who 
art the author of all good things ; strengthen, I beseech thee, thy poor 
servant (the conjuror,) that he. may stand fast without fear through his 
dealing and work: enlighten, I beseech thee, O lord, the dark under- 
standing of thy creature (the seer or applicant) that her spiritual eye 
may be opened, to see and to know thy angelic spirits here descending ; 
and thou, O inanimate creature of God, (the glass,) be thou sanctified, 
and consecrated, and blessed to this purpose, that no evil phantasies 
may appear in thee; or if they do gain ingress into this creature, they 
may be constrained, to speak intelligibly, and truly, and without the 
least ambiguity, for Christ’s sake. Amen.”’ And again: ‘‘ Forasmuch, 
as thy servant, here before thee, deviseth neither evil treacheries, nor 
injuries, to his neighbor, nor hurt to any living creature, grant him 
the power of discerning those celestial spirits, or intelligences, that 
appear in this crystal, and whatever good gifts, whether the power of 
healing infirmities, or of inbibiug wisdom, or of discovering any evil 





Cassiael is an evilangel, the coniurors say 
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likely to inflict any person or family, or any other good gift thou may- 
est be pleased to bestow; enable me to use the same to thine, and thy 
son’s honour. Amen.” 

The glass is then given to the seer, and the crystamancer, laying his 
‘hand on her shoulder, repeats the following charge. “*O lord God al- 
mighty, we humbly pray, and beseech thee, of thy infinite mercy and 
goodness, to show unto (the seer) true sights and vision (here what is 
wanted must be asked for.) Grant this unto us, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen.” | 

** In the name of the blessed and holy trinity, I beseech thee (naming 
the angel) thou great and mighty God ; that thou will appear visible here 
in crystal: assure us of our lawful demands, so that we are not trans- 
gressing beyond the bounds of divme mercy and goodness, in seeking 
after unlawful knowledge, in the name of him who called the tretragram- 
maton, sadi, sadi, sadi, who was from the beginning and will be to the 
end. Amen.” . 

“O lord, in thy name we have called him, to administer unto us, and 
that allthings may work together for thy honor, and glory, to whom 
with the son and the blessed spirit, be ascribed almighty majesty, and 
dominion. Amen.” 'Two should always be present, and after the ap- 
pearance of the vision return thanks as follows: ‘* O lord, we return thee 
our hearty and sincere thanks for having permitted thy spirits to appear 
unto us; which we, by thy mercy and goodness, will interrogate to our 
farther instruction.” 

Then are asked such questions as the occasion requires, and after 
having received the necessary information, the discharge is repeated as 
follows : 

**And now to thee, thou great and mighty spirit, inasmuch as thou 
camest in peace, and in the name of the ever blessed, righteous and holy 
trinity ; so, in this name, thou mayest depart, and return unto us when 
we call upon thee. In his name, to whom every knee doth bow down. 
Fare thee well; peace be between us and thee, through our lord Jesus 
Christ. Amen.” 

** To God, the father, eternal spirits, fountain of light, the son, and the 
holy ghost, be all honour and glory, world without end. Amen.” 

' In order to see the pretended vision, the glass must be held about two 
inches from the eye, and a candle placed about sixteen inches from it ; 
or, if it be day, the light must fall through a window and the glass inter- 


posed, as before mentioned. There will at first appear in the middle of 


the glass where the rays of light concentrate, a bright illuminated spot, 
which dazzles the eye of the beholder. After staring for a minute or 
two, until the true powers of sight are exhausted, he will perceive a num- 
ber of dark, irregular spots, or strokes, in the light part of the glass, 
which will modify themselves into something resembling men, women, 
children, or brates ; or into forests, landscapes, or clouds, or into ships, 
villages, or cities : such will be the effects, and ‘the more earnestly he en- 
deavours to see, whether they be consistant with the real objects they re- 
semble, the more they apparently approach persection. 

To be continued. 

* This is all really religious, really christian 
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FREE PRESS TRACT FUND. 

The object contemplated by creating this fund, is to counteract the demoralizing 
effect which the circulation of religious tracts must have on the community. By 
sending forth writings of a nature suited to open the eyes of the world to the deception 
practised upon them—to give birth to reflection, and to lead to a rational train of think- 
ing—it is not doubted but that one liberal tract, while it will be read far more exten- 
sively, will have a more powerful effect in rendering mankind better and happier, 
than /en thousand of those religious productions, with which the country is inundated, 
and which, there is every reason to believe, are loathed by four fifths of the in- 
habitants. 

Subscribers of $1, will be entitled to 1000 pages; being ten pages for one cent 

A donation of $10 will entitle the donator to 500 pages annually, during life. A 
donation of $5, to 250 pMges annually, during life. 

Orders to be addressed to the agent, Mr. George Houston, Free Press Tract De- 
pository, 6 William-street, New-York. 





The following works are sold at the Office of the Correspondent, New-York; by 
John Turner, 134 Market-st., Philadelphia; and by Joseph Savage, Syracuse :— 


Ecce Homo; or a Critical Inquiry into the History of Jesus of Nazareth, 12mo. bds. 
75 cents—bound and gilt, $1. 


plates, 8vo, bound and gilt, $1 25. 

AGE or Reason, pocket edition, with plates, 37 1-2 cents. 

, ] 

Tue Gop or THE Jews AnD CuristTians; embellished with a correct likeness—25 
cents. 

View of the Metaphysical and Physiological Arguments in favor of Materialism—25 
cents. 

The Scripture Doctrine of Materialism—25 cents. 


*,*In the Press, and shortly will be published, Voltaire’s Philosophical Diction 
ary, im one volume, 12mo. embellished with a portrait of the author. 


—————— 
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